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Jewellery takes many forms and serves
a multitude of subtle purposes. It may
constitute a display of unbridled wealth
by the exhibition of precious stones and
valuable metals, or as a delicate jewel of
gold with a few pearls, it may be a slight
but thoughtful expression of discreet
good taste. Many pieces of jewellery
take the form of a favoured talisman or
symbolic gesture related to religious
faith or secular interest, and that other
passion, love, has always been a major
reason for the giving of jewellery. The
pleasure of owning good jewellery and
precious items is greatly enhanced if

it comes complete with the original
fitted box , so recently when in France

I discovered several precious objects in
their original boxes, | was quick to snap
them up.

Possibly the most intriguing item was a
Butterfield Brass sundial, signed
Butterfield, dated 1700, in a velvet lined
hand painted original leather fitted box.
An original 40°- 60° North dial signed
“Butterfield AParis”, made by Michael
Butterfield, one of the world’s leading
makers of scientific instruments in the
17th and early 18th centuries, active in
Paris from 1675 until 1724. The
octagonal dial plate’s four hour scales,
declination lines and numerals are
engraved and enamelled in black. The
adjustable bird gnomon is finely en-
graved with acanthus leaves and markers
for 40 to 60 degree latitudes, the bird’s
beak acting as a pointer. The centre
panel above the compass is decorated
with crossed quiver of arrows and torch.
The reverse is engraved with a table

of latitudes with the names of cities,
predominantly French. Superb
craftsmanship and elegant details

belie its originality. While in perfect
condition, the dial has not been cleaned
or polished and maintains its original
patina. As stated previously, the item is
beautifully boxed in velvet lined, hand
painted and decorated case to fit.

Michael Butterfield immigrated to Paris
from England in the 17th century and

became renowned for his instruments of
exceptional quality. Original instruments
signed by Butterfield are housed in the
best Museum collections in the world.

Definitely the most beautiful was a
French Louis XV gold, diamond and
enamel bracelet, in its own specially
made Moroccan leather shaped box.
With 13 rose cut diamonds set between
star shaped enamel panels on a wide
flat fine gold mesh band, the bracelet

is stamped inside - Made in France,
Coulommiers F, dated 1770. The
popularity of the bracelet worked well
with the neoclassical movement of the
late 18th century. The size, and reliance
on classical fashion, provided a good
display for grand pieces upon the wrist.
Pieces of this time housed wonderful
central panels, miniatures and neoclassi-
cal depictions, as this example reflects.

Also from the same region in France
comes a French Louis XVI 15 ct. gold
needle case in a fitted green shagreen
case, with small gold maker’s mark to
interior sleeve.

What is without doubt is the sheer
beauty of these pieces and how
marvellous it is that they have stood the
test of time.
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Voo Voo ...

I am a working dog! Poodles have
worked in virtually every capacity

a dog is capable of filling. From
cart-pulling draught animal to
parlour-room trickster, from sled dog
to assistive guide dog, from warrior
to rest-home companion, from truffle-
hound to eminently competent bird
dog, and from watchdog to show ring
master, the poodle excels at every-
thing it sets its mind to. Over the last
nine years I have mastered the art of
meeting and greeting all the lovely
people that come into Eaglemont
Antiques. 1'd just like to take this
opportunity to say thanks to everyone
who spoilt me with lots of pats, pick-
ups an pampering and I really would
like to welcome you to in new show-
room in 2011 ..... There will be lots
to look forward to! Woof, woof...!
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Eaglemont Antiques : 67 Silverdale Road, Eaglemont Telephone 9497 4195 Email: dawn@eaglemontantiques.com.au

Website: www.eaglemontantiques.com.au



